Our Lady of Grace Parish

Dedicated September 17, 1983

15347 Yonge St., Aurora, Ontario L4G 1N7
website: olgraceau.archtoronto.org
telephone: (905) 727-4594

email: olgraceau@archtoronto.org

PASTORAL TEAM
Fr. John Bertao, Pastor
Fr. Rony Grayda, Associate Pastor

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday: 8:30 am — 4 pm

Weekends & Statutory Holidays: Closed

WELCOME TO OUR HOUSE OF PRAYER.

We are thankful for your visit. Do you plan on
returning? Have you considered becoming a member?
If so, please take a registration form with you and
return it to the parish office. One of our parish staff
will contact you, or you may contact us if you wish.

SACRAMENTAL LIFE
Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil: 5 pm;

Sunday: 8 am, 10 am, 12 noon, and 7 pm

Weekday Masses

Monday — Friday: 8 am

(followed by Adoration & Rosary)
Saturday & Holidays: 9 am

First Friday Adoration
Starts at 6 pm with Benediction
at 6:45 pm and Mass at 7 pm

Reconciliation
Saturday: 4 pm — 4:30 pm
or by appointment

Baptism
Families must be registered with

envelopes for a minimum of one
year and regularly attending Mass.

A baptism preparation session is a
prerequisite for both parents and
godparents. Please contact the
office for more information.

Marriage
12 months advanced notice required
before a date can be confirmed.

Preparation course is a prerequisite.

WAYS TO SUPPORT THE PARISH
Pre-authorized giving (PAG) is an
easy way of supporting the parish.
You decide how much, and we will
charge your account the amount you
are comfortable with on the 20™ of
each month. You can change the
amount at any time by contacting the
parish office. How much?

For example, if you currently give
$12/week, that would be around
$52/month; and if you give $25/week,
that would be around $108/month.

Kindly consider this convenient way
of supporting our parish. The PAG
form (blue) may be found near both
entrances of the church or by the
parish office.

YORK CATHOLIC DISTRICT
SCHOOL BOARD
(905) 727-1211

HOLY ORDERS/RELIGIOUS LIFE

Our Lady of Grace, (416)968-0997
pray for us!

www.vocationstoronto.ca

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
www.catholic-cemeteries.com

PASTORAL REFERENCES

For a pastoral reference, you must be a registered parishioner with envelopes for a minimum of one
year, attending Sunday Mass regularly, be in good canonical standing within the Church and
participating in the sacramental and pastoral life of the Church community by serving in a parish
ministry (e.g. lector, catechist) on an ongoing basis.
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

MASS INTENTIONS

Mon., Dec. 8" [8am |+ Giuseppe & Maria Giannotti

Tue., Dec. 9"  [8am |+ Deceased members of the Aguis

family

Wed., Dec. 10" |8am |+ Edilberto de la Cruz Sr.

Thu., Dec. 11" [8am |+ Rodrigo Santiago

Fri., Dec. 12" |8am |+ Leszek Dziadula

Sat., Dec. 13" + Francesco & Vittoria D'Urzo &
family, + Domenico & Anna Moscato

& family, + Euginio & Emma Mauro

9am

Publow, + Trish Rybka, + Sandy Lee

S5pm | + Neil Cachia

& family, + Anibal Rodrigues, + Sean
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Christmas & New Year Mass Schedule
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Sun., Dec. 14" [8am [+ Guadalope Aguirre

+ Amedeo Rebellato

“Populo” for the intentions of our
parish families

(SI) Julia Mikorzewski

10am
12pm

7pm

Advent Message from Cardinal Leo
To read Cardinal Leo's message, please visit

https://www.archtoronto.org.

%? THE MEANING OF
THE FOUR ADVENT
CANDLES

1st Candle—Hope

We remember God’s promises

and look forward with faith,

just as the prophets longed ¢
for the Messiah.

2nd Candle—Peace
We reflect on the peace Christ brings—
peace in our hearts, our homes, and
the world.

3rd Candle-Joy

The rose candle invites us to
rejoice as Christmas draws near,
celebrating the joy of the Gospel.

P 4th Candle—Love

We honor God’s perfect love
revealed in Jesus and are called
to share that love with others.

Together, these candles guide us in welcoming

%;hrist with a ready, hopeful, and loving heart. |

I

Mon., Dec. 22" | 8am Advent
(Note: Dec. 24™ -
Tue., Dec. 23" | 8am only Mass; no
Wed., Dec. 24™ | 8am Adoratton &
) . Rosary)

4pm - Children's
Wed., Dec. 24™ ;ﬁ;ﬁi}?gﬁ;s & Christmas Eve

8pm - Mass
Thu., Dec. 25" Sam, 10am & Christmas Day

12noon

. th St. Stephen, the
Fri., Dec. 26 9am 1" Martyr
th St. John, Apostle
Sat., Dec. 27 9am & Evangelist
Sat., Dec. 27" | Spm - Vigil Mass
Holy Family
« | 8am, 10am,
Sun., Dec. 28 12noon & 7pm
Mon., Dec. 29" | 8am Oct .
ctave o
Tue., Dec. 30" | 8am Christmas
Wed., Dec. 31 | 8am
Wed., Dec. 31 | 5pm - Vigil Mass | Solemnity of
) 8am, 10am & Mary, Mother of

Thu., Jan. 1 12noon God (New Year)

Advent Confessions
Advent Confessions will take place on:
Sat., Dec. 13™: 3pm to 4:45pm [
Fri., Dec. 19": 3pm — Spm m
Sat., Dec. 20™: 3pm — 4:45pm
Please see below the links provided on
“How to go to Confession” &
“Examination of Conscience”.

For Youth:
guide-youth-en-2016.pdf (archtoronto.org)

For Adults:
guide-adult-en-2016.pdf (archtoronto.org)

..l.
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https://www.archtoronto.org/siteassets/media/offices--ministries/sub-sites/day-of-confessions/guide-youth-en-2016.pdf
https://www.archtoronto.org/siteassets/media/offices--ministries/sub-sites/day-of-confessions/guide-adult-en-2016.pdf
https://www.archtoronto.org/en/outreach/news/archdiocesan/cardinal-leos-message-for-advent/

DECEMBER 7", 2025

Coffee Sundays
Please note that there are no Coffee

Sundays this month of December. Our
Coffee Sundays will once again resume
in the New Year, starting Jan. 4, 2026.

&>

Registration for Confirmation
Registration forms are available
through the local catholic schools.
For those in the public/other school
sectors belonging to our parish, registration forms
are available at the parish office. Dates and full
details will be provided with the registration
forms. Completed forms are to be returned to the
Parish Office, NOT the school. Last day to register
for Confirmation is Fri., Dec. 12, 2025.

2026 Offertory Envelopes
Kindly pick up your 2026 Offertory
Envelopes that continue to be
available in the upper narthex of the church.
An alphabetical list is available according to last
name for your convenience. Please DO NOT use
your new envelopes until the New Year.

-

Debt Reduction — Dec. 13" - 14®
Next weekend of Dec. 13" - 14™, our 2" collection
will go towards reducing our parish debt.
Your generosity helps to support our parish life

St. Vincent de Paul Jesse Tree Program 2025
The Jesse Tree in the upper
narthex is filled with tags for
families and individuals
supported by Rose of Sharon
(Newmarket) and
Good Shepherd Ministries (Toronto). By taking a tag
and making a donation, you are helping provide
warmth, food, and essentials for those who are
struggling this Christmas season. Donations can be
dropped off after any Mass, in the box by the tree.
Let us use this Advent season to answer God’s call,
and make His love visible in our community.

Why The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
at Our Lady of Grace does not sponsor
families at the church?
Viens You may be wondering why
St. Vlncent de Paul asks for financial donations at
this time of year over items to be purchased, or
families to be sponsored. There are many reasons
for this: as Catholics we are called to uphold the
dignity of parents and families, recognizing them
as the primary providers for their children. By
enabling parents to choose and purchase gifts
themselves, charities reflect the Catholic values of
respect for the individual, the sanctity of family
life, and the importance of personal connection.
This approach not only meets material needs but
also honors the unique bond between parents and
their children, fostering a spirit of hope, love, and
joy in the true meaning of Christmas.

and community. Thank you for your kindness.

. Potted Christmas Flowers

We welcome your gift of potted
I Christmas flowers to decorate our
[sanctuary. Please bring them anytime
| between Wed., Dec. 17" and Mon., Dec. 22"
. Kindly place them by the Jesse Tree in the upper
«narthex, and we will decorate closer to Christmas.

Exodus 90 Men's Group ‘ EXODUS 90 \
Exodus 90 is a period of prayer, -
asceticism, and fraternity that
helps free men from modern-day attachments
and grow closer to God. The next Exodus 90
begins in early January 2026 and spans
the 90 days leading up to Easter Sunday. If you'd
like to learn more about Exodus 90 at Our Lady
of Grace, please contact Rick Sobiesiak at

olgraceau.exodus@gmail.com.

Dan Smith Music Collection
Dan Smith, our 8:00 & 10:00am
Cantor music leader has the
Dan Smith Advent Christmas Album.
18 arrangements of classical
Advent and Christmas Hymns.
Come, Divine Messiah;
Come, O Come, Emmanuel; Joy to the World;
Silent Night (with children's music video); and
more. The popular Catholic school favourite
"Take a walk to Christmas' can be found on his
3 Volume The Dan Smith Children's Collection.
His music is available on many formats:
YouTube, Spotify, Apple music, and others.
Links to Dan's music and information can be
found at his website dansmithmusic.ca.



http://dansmithmusic.ca/

Message for Advent
30 November 2025
His Eminence Frank Cardinal Leo

Metropolitan Archbishop of Toronto

My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I am writing to you in anticipation of the upcoming season of Advent, a blessed time of waiting,
expectation, and preparation for the coming of Christ and for the annual celebration of his Birth.
As Pilgrims of Hope our Advent observances recall and solidify our hope in the loving mercy of
God and in his abiding presence in our lives and in the life of the Church. We prayerfully recognize
that Christ’s coming - to Bethlehem, in the Eucharist, and at the end of time in glory - fulfills the
deepest human desire for reconciliation (cf. St. Bernard of Clairvaux, Adventu Domini, Sermo V).
To experience Advent during the Jubilee Holy Year is to allow the mystery of God’s mercy to shape
our waiting, so that we prepare not just for Christmas day and its beautiful celebrations and

festivities, but for the fullness of life that Christ brings both now and at the end of time.

The Advent cry of the prophets - “O that you would tear open the heavens and come down” (Is
64:1) - expresses our longing for liberation and peace. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
reminds us: “When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present this
ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Savior's first
coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming” (CCC 524). Similarly, our
Jubilee observances also call for renewal and restoration, where debts are forgiven, prisoners are
freed, and relationships are restored (cf. Lev 25:8-17). During this Holy Year, our longing becomes
a lived experience, as we engage in spiritual works and works of charity, justice and mercy,
symbolizing the passage from sin to grace, from fear to trust, from self-enclosure to communion

with God and neighbour.

His Eminence Frank Cardinal Leo, Metropolitan Archbishop of Toronto | 1155 Yonge Street, Toronto, Ontario M4T 1W2
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Each candle on the Advent wreath marks not only the weeks before Christmas but the stages of
salvation history, thereby reminding us of the sacredness of time within God’s plan. With the
passage of time, we are called to cultivate hope, faith, joy in our hearts, to consider anew how we
live as we engage in the jubilee practices of sacramental confession, holy communion, pilgrimage,
prayer, and assistance to the needy. During this Year of the Lord’s favour, our Advent waiting
becomes active discipleship where our faith and hope are not just “informative” but

“performative” as Pope Benedict XVI wrote a number of years ago (cf. Spe Salvi, 2).

Dear friends, as we mark the beginning of the new liturgical year, we cannot help but reflect on
the passage of time and indeed on the fullness of time (cf. Gal 4:1-8). As we look forward to the
fullness of God’s promise, I invite you to take this sacred time to (i) rediscover the freshness of the
Gospel by dedicating a few minutes each day in prayerfully reading a passage or two of the Word
of God; (ii) let us be courageous and let go of any resentment we harbor towards others; (iii) let
us be men and women of communion and forgiveness, always ready and active in bringing about
unity among us, in our relationships, home and community. In doing so, we will note that our
heart is opening more and more and making room for Christ to dwell therein. In this holy season
of Advent, the Church waits not only for the birth of the Child Jesus in Bethlehem but for the
rebirth of the human heart today - a true jubilee of grace, where hope becomes joy and waiting
becomes mission. Wishing you all a blessed Advent season guided and accompanied by the

powerful and maternal mediation of Our Lady of Advent.

His Eminence Frank Cardinal Leo, Metropolitan Archbishop of Toronto | 1155 Yonge Street, Toronto, Ontario M4T 1W2
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FAMILY LAWYER 1 Alcalde & Tomory a4 CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
Susan Duggan Summers @sztb Chartered Accountants, LLP * FUNERAL SERVICES
COOLING & HEATING LIMITED|  Sophia Tomory, CPA, CA In keeping with your Catholic faith
647-923-8062 905-727-2323 Accounting & Tax Services Tl |T www.catholic-cemeteries.com
dugganlaw.ca www.summersandsmith.com | 416-456-0089 www.at-ca.ca Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home 905-889-7467
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RF/MM Hallmark York Group
f Realty Ltd. Brokerage
Bruce Spragg, FRI. @

Broker Children's
Bruce@BruceSpragg.com Miracle Network?

Direct Line _416°565°8889

A CARING CHRISTIAN
COMMUNITY

905-503-5560 WWW.TMOA.CA

Hee)

St. John Cemetery
Serving Parishes
in the local area
250 Old Main St North
905-898-4137 Ext 207

PEACEFUL TRANSITION

Fully Licensed Funeral Home
Family owned and operated.
2-15236 Yonge Street Aurora 905-841-1900
peacefultransition.ca

10% off !
with coupon ||
14800Yonge St. |
Aurora Shopping Centre|
. 905-727-3448 !

Reinforcing Steel
Welded Wire Mesh
Estimating & Detailing
Cash & Carry Sales & Delivery
Fax 416-291-4507
Tel 905-888-1777

Eric McCartney
Real Estate Broker
905-727-0075 eric@mccartney.me
www.McCartney.me
21 Century 21 Heritage Group Ltd., srokerage

building centre
Windows & Doors
Kitchen & Bath
Installed Sales
Lumber, Paint, Housewares
& All Your Hardware Needs

Dr. Harry Weingarten Dentistry
/ Serving Generations of Families
Accepting Canadian Dental Plan
244 Wellington St East Suite 100
Conveniently Located with Ample Parking

)

289 Wellington St. E. 905-727-4751

YV Roadhouse & Rose

FUNERAL HOME
Playter Chapel | Family Owned & Operated
Traditional Funerals & Simple Cremation Services
Proud to offer a 10% discount to all parish members
157 Main St., Newmarket | 905-895-6631
www.roadhouseandrose.com
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Accepting new students
Available to sing for =

An Independent Catholic School

in the Augustinian Tradition

William Reid, Barrister & Solicitor O

905-727-1917 e AuroraToothDental.com

Where everything is always fresh!
Family-Owned serving traditional
British Fish n' Chips for 15 years
869 Mulock Drive  905-898-1888

Weddings & other occasions
Grades 4 through 12

Annalisa 416-723-1973
Contact Admissions

www.villanovacollege.org
2480 15" Sideroad ~ King City

FINANCIAL PLANNER
Monica Ly, CFP, CLU, CHS
416-953-8877

cmfinancialgroup.com

Criminal and Regulatory Law 5 = el
30 years of defending - 5%
416.949.2694 ReidLaw.net
)
) %06 S
B . .
Plumbing Service Call
L 1-800-268-2637
Residential - Commercial ¢ Industrial for this Space

905-727-3210

www.bobsplumbing.ca

Taylor Funeral Home
Newmarket Chapel
Jason C. Ladd, Managing Funeral Director
Teresa Soncin, Pre-Planning Director
10% Discount to all Parishioners

524 Davis Drive, Newmarket

www.taylorfh.ca  905-898-2100

Arbor

Memorial

P
YOURHYMESOLD

GUARANTEED REALTY™

SPECIALISTS:

BROKERAGE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
Your Home Sold Guaranteed at a Price
Acceptable to YOU
Or We'll Buy It! Terms and conditions apply

416-905-5408
conniebovesells@gmail.com
www.conniebovesells.com

CONNIE BOVE
SALES
REPRESENTIVE

SR

DR. NORMAN ORSCHEL
DR. LYNDA HYSHKA
All Aspects of General Dentistry
Surgical Placement of Dental Implants

Our Family Caring for Yours
Let Us Make You Smile
We Cater To Cowards!
Suite 211, 126 Wellington St. W, Wellington Square Plaza
905-727-0193 reception@AuroraDentists.ca

er’Ao%
«’s o

a mE‘r% company
Pruning * Removals
Plant Health Care ¢ Planting
Fertilization * Soil Amendments

Cremation, Burial
& Memorial Services
Pre-arranged Funeral

Proud to be part of Service Corporation International (Canada) Limited

' I 'HOMPS ON
Funeral Home
530 Industrial Parkway S.
905 727 5421

www.thompsonfh-aurora.com
10% off on all new pre-arranged funeral contracts

EEmEmE AURORA
NN OVERHEAD
NN DOOR INC.
Garage Doors / Electric Openers
40 Industrial Pkwy. S. 905-727-1382

CLEANING SERVICES

Home & Commercial
Tesha 647-531-9838

\

Arborist Reports * Consultations
Anti-desiccant * Skoot

416-410-8770

Science, Service & Satisfaction Since 1983
www.FourSeasonsTreeCare.com

Scan here to book 15 g [m]
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VandenBosche
JEWELLERS
15263 Yonge St. 905-841-3760

VandenboscheJewellers.com

ANTHONY DE GUZMAN
Property Manager
905-727-1102
www.ryisproperties.ca

RYIS PROPERTIES INC.

Catering Solution!
905-895-5082
NVienna
Furniture “Refinishing
o/b Morra Custom Upholstery Ltd.
17 Mary Street, Aurora

> 8418444

Auto - Home - Life - Business
Richard Gong, Agent
905-727-6333

richardgong.com O Desjardins

Insurance

=

R Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company, underwriter of
= automobile and property insurance or Desjardins Financial Security Life Assurance Company,

2 underwriter of life insurance and living benefits products.
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